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John 15:12: My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.  

Luke 6:31: Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

Corinthians 16:14: Do everything in love.  

Proverbs 17:17: A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for adversity.  



 

Each day, we get up, look in the mirror, and do our best to look good.  The question is, for whom are 
we looking good? 
 
I often hear people state, “I am a Christian.”  That may be true, however, it puzzles me why I cannot 
see that they truly practice Christianity. To be a Christian means that we are following the teach-
ings and commandments of Jesus Christ, even through the storms of life.   
 
When we read Mark 12:30-31, we must realize that the way we look to God is indicative of the way 
we treat God and others. 
 

“30And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all 
your mind, and with all your strength. This is the first commandment. 31And the second, 
like it, is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other command-
ment greater than these.” 
 

The highlighted alls mean true devotion to God from the inside out. Lack of tithing, lack of church 
participation and attendance, saying no when asked to help with God’s church, not reading God’s 
Word or participating in a Bible study, not helping others in need, blaming the pastor or others, and 
the list goes on.  Do we really think we look all that good to God?  The things I just mentioned are a 
handful of what make us look bad as Christians and we often try to blame our looking bad on our 
current situations (storms in our lives). 
 
A little girl walked to and from school daily. Though the weather that morning was questionable and 
clouds were forming, she made her daily trek to the elementary school. As the afternoon pro-
gressed, the winds whipped up, along with thunder and lightning. 
 
The mother of the little girl felt concerned that her daughter would be frightened as she walked home 
from school and she herself feared that the electrical storm might harm her child. Following the roar 
of thunder, lightning, like a flaming sword, would cut through the sky. 
 
Full of concern, the mother quickly got into her car and drove along the route to her child's school. 
As she did so, she saw her little girl walking along, but at each flash of lightning, the child would 
stop, look up and smile.  Another and another were to follow quickly and with each the little girl 
would look at the streak of light and smile. 
 
When the mother's car pulled up beside the child she rolled down the window and called out to her, 
"What are you doing? Why do you keep stopping?"  The child answered, " I am trying to look pretty. 
God keeps taking my picture." 
 

May God bless you today as you face the storms that come your way, just look up with your alls, 
and look good for God.  

            Pastor Kevin 
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 Rob Renfroe — Good News, January 10, 2023 
Over the last few months I have had the privilege of speaking to more than a dozen churches and 
conferences in six different states and once to brothers and sisters in Europe, the Middle East, and 
the Philippines via social media. What I enjoy most are the conversations I have with individuals af-
ter my presentation is completed. 
 
Different locations and cultures, but there are similar themes that emerge as we talk. There is always 
sadness that we are at a place where division is necessary. But there is also great excitement about 
the future as we look forward to re-envisioning what an orthodox Wesleyan movement can be and 
do for a lost world. What took me by surprise at first, but now I’ve come to expect, are those persons 
who believe they should wait before making the decision to stay or go.  
 
Some tell me that there’s no reason to leave right now because “nothing has changed.” What they 
usually mean is that our official UM doctrines are still orthodox and biblical. On the face of it, that’s a 
true statement, but it’s not a good description of reality. We presently have pastors who preach that 
Jesus was not resurrected from the dead or that the resurrection doesn’t matter and that Jesus did 
not die for our sins. We have seminaries that teach Jesus is just one of many ways to God and one 
that has even created curricula for persons wanting to be ordained in the Unitarian-Universalist de-
nomination that denies the Trinity and the deity of Christ. We now have a commissioned candidate 
for ministry who preaches in drag and is celebrated by centrist pastors as being a gifted communica-
tor of the Gospel. We just elected a second bishop who is married to a spouse of the same sex. No 
bishop charged with teaching and enforcing our doctrines has ever spoken out publicly against any 
of these false teachings and practices. 
 
Believing that “nothing has changed” because our written doctrines have not been altered is a 
strange way of looking at reality. It would be like having a peace treaty with a neighboring country 
that’s dropping bombs on your territory and saying, “But nothing has changed; they haven’t rescind-
ed the treaty.” It doesn’t matter what’s on paper if it’s not being followed or enforced. Nothing has 
changed? Everything has changed. Compare where we are to what Wesley preached. To where we 
were when the UM Church began in 1968. To what the Bible teaches. “Nothing has changed” is the 
last thing you can say about where the UM Church is now. 
 
Others tell me they can stay because centrist leaders have told them that traditionalists will always 
be accepted and they will never have to accept a progressive pastor. There’s so much wrong with 
that statement that it’s hard to know where to start.  
 
First, centrist leaders on a national level have never kept the agreements they have made with tradi-
tionalists. In Portland they agreed with us that the UM Church could not stay together and we need-
ed to work together for a respectful separation. But they came to General Conference 2019 with a 
plan that went back on that commitment. They agreed that the special called 2019 GC would settle 
our differences over sexuality once and for all – until they didn’t get their way and then they con-
demned the UM Church and ignored the decisions of the General Conference. Most recently they 
have reneged on their commitment to the Protocol of Grace and Reconciliation through Separa-
tion after helping to create it and pledging to support it. For those still unconvinced, the recent ac-
tions of the Arkansas Annual Conference should be telling. At a special called conference held No-
vember 19, the conference refused to approve the disaffiliation of three churches which had fulfilled 
every requirement for leaving the denomination. Each of these three churches had made their way 
through the arduous pathway created by the Arkansas AC and had passed a motion to leave by 
more than two-thirds. Still centrists and progressives there refused to honor their decision. So, when 
centrists state that no traditional church will ever be made to do anything they find disagreeable, 
they already have. There’s little reason any serious person should trust what centrist leaders prom-
ise about the future.  
 

The Time is Now 



Second, every UM Church will one day have a progressive pastor. In November our five U.S. juris-
dictions elected thirteen new bishops. Not one was a traditionalist. The UM Church in the United 
States will never again elect a traditionalist bishop. And you can be sure few, if any, traditionalists 
will ever again seek ordination in the UM Church. Why would a young person looking at forty years 
of ministry join a denomination that despises his or her views – which one of our recently elected 
bishops described as “a virus which will make the church sick.” You may have a traditional pastor 
now, but the well is drying up, and the day will come when there will be no one to appoint to your 
church but a liberal pastor with a progressive theology. 
 
Most importantly, I believe, is not whether traditionalists will be accepted, but what they will have to 
accept if they remain. In the future, traditionalists will be in a denomination that allows its pastors to 
preach that Jesus’ death did not make atonement for our sins and that he is just one of many ways 
to God or that permits its pastors to pray to God as “the Great Queer One,” as future UM pastors did 
at UM Duke Divinity School recently. If you remain in the UM Church, give your time and your money 
and lend your name to the UM Church, you will be supporting all of this. You will be aiding a church 
that promotes sin and allows its leaders to deny our most important Christian beliefs. Will you be ac-
cepted as a traditionalist in the UM Church over time? Probably not. But more importantly, you will 
have to accept a church that undermines the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 
Still others tell me they are remaining in hopes that something similar to the Protocol will be passed 
in 2024, something that is more fair and less costly for churches than the present exit path they are 
being offered by their conference. I can certainly understand this desire. Many bishops are abusing 
their power and adding exorbitant fees for churches that wish to disaffiliate. But there’s no reason to 
believe that General Conference 2024 will bring any relief. Literally thousands of traditional churches 
will have left the denomination by 2024, meaning there will be fewer traditional delegates at the next 
General Conference to fight for a better deal. Centrists and progressive leaders have stated they will 
not support the Protocol. Do you believe they will offer a more generous pathway than before for ex-
iting churches now that they have the upper hand? Paragraph 2553 in the Book of Discipline that 
churches are using now to depart goes away at the end of 2023. There is absolutely no reason to 
believe that waiting until 2024 will be advantageous for churches wanting to leave in the future. 
 
Finally, some have said they will remain to “be a witness” within the UM Church. If God is calling you 
to be a Jonah, by all means, be faithful and stay. We traditionalists have tried to be a witness for the 
past fifty years. Those within the UM Church who have had ears to hear have heard. Those who 
don’t have not. If God has called you to stay, do so. But please make certain it’s God calling you to 
do the hard ministry of staying, not your desire to avoid the hard work of leaving. 
 
What I find wherever I speak are good people who love Jesus, who are committed to the Gospel, 
and who care deeply about their church. It is a privilege to be with them, to listen to their concerns 
and hear their stories. I also discover that good people can be in different places when it comes to 
leaving. But I am convinced the UM Church is on a pathway that will take it far from the orthodox 
Christian faith and from proclaiming that Jesus Christ is the Savior of the world and the Lord of all. If 
you feel called to remain in such a denomination, then stay. If not, the time to leave is now. Do not 
remain because leaving is difficult.  

 

This moment is about the Gospel. This moment is about Jesus, lifting him up and proclaiming his 
glory. This moment is about doing the hard things required to be faithful. Do not take comfort in mis-
leading promises or false hopes. The time is now. 

The Time is Now ( Continued) 



Birthdays 
  

 Birthdays 

 BROWN, Mary 02/19 

 KALNASY, Adelynn 02/27 

CELEBRATIONS & BEST WISHES 

Perfect Birthday 

On your birthday I wish you much pleasure and joy; 
I hope all of your wishes come true. 

May each hour and minute be filled with delight, 
And your birthday be perfect for you! 

HAPPY 
VALENTINES 

DAY! 



February 2023 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
6:00 
Disaffilia-
tion Mtg 

2 3 4 

5 
10:45 
Worship 

6 
7:00 
Chords-
men 
Practice 

7 
10:00 
Women’s 
Study 
 

8 
6:00 
Disaffilia-
tion Mtg 

9 10 
8:30 
Food Pan-
try 
4:30 
Hot Meals 

11 

12 
10:45 
Worship 
 

13 
7:00 
Chords-
men 
Practice 

14 
10:00 
Women’s 
Study 
 

15 
6:00 
Disaffilia-
tion Mtg 

16 17 
4:30 
Hot Meals 

18 

19 
10:45 
Worship 

20 
7:00 
Chords-
men 
Practice 

21 
10:00 
Women’s 
Study 

22 
6:00 
Disaffilia-
tion Mtg 

23 24 
8:30 
Food Pantry 
1:00 
Caring Craft-
ers 
4:30 
Hot Meals 

25 

26 
10:45 
Worship 

27 
7:00 
Chords-
men 
Practice 

28 
10:00 
Women’s 
Study 

    


