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Thoughts of September - By Marissa Wu 

 September can be a bit melancholy. 
It feels like the last burst of summer before 
the light fades. Though not yet crisp, the air 
hints at the cooler weather. The days, 
though still long, are only echoes of the 
abundant sunlight at the height of the sum-
mer solstice. But somehow, at the same 
time, September feels hopeful. We turn 
over a new leaf, say goodbye to languid 
summer afternoons, sharpen our pencils, 
and are ready to dive into school and work. 
It's a 30-day interlude before the crush of 
holidays, a little breath between summer 
and autumn, giving us time to remember, 
to reminisce. 

 September might be one of the most 
nostalgic times as summer fades and we 
leave behind the lazy afternoons spent do-
ing absolutely nothing. It's not the new 
year, but it's a new season. Kids are back in 
school and the grown-ups are (possibly) re-
invigorated after vacation. We slowly put 
away our linen outfits and pull the layers 
out of our closets, watch the leaves gradu-
ally turn from green to golden, and make 
plans for the upcoming holiday season. Be-
fore we know it, the time rolls around 
to carve our pumpkins and then the tur-
key before heading down to the farm to 
chop down the perfect tree. Somehow, 
September represents summer's farewell 
and the cheerful introduction to full-on au-
tumn festivities.  



PASTOR’S PAGE 
 

HOW I COMPLETELY CHANGED MY LIFE BY TITHING 
BY BIBLE MONEY MATTERS 

 
Some time ago my life was in shambles: 

I couldn’t hold a job. 
I was months behind on my rent. 
My VERY pregnant wife considered throwing in the towel. 
One of my “friends” suggested I apply for welfare to help with my family. 

 
I had no hope. And was running out of options. Oh…by the way…I WAS a Christian. I loved the Lord, 
read my Bible, went to church but was hanging on by a thread.  
 
While praying I opened my Bible and went to a passage in Malachi. It said: 

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,” 
says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a bless-
ing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! (Malachi 3:10 NLT) 
 
My response: “Sooooo…let me get this straight…You want me to start tithing?” 
 
Silence. “I have NO money as is, and You want me to give money away??!!” 
 
More silence. “Helloooooooo!” 
 
I looked down at the page: 
“Try it! Put Me to the test!” “Arghhhh!!!” 
 
I’d like to say that I immediately took the leap of faith; went all out and immediately began tithing. I’d like 
to tell you that I somehow knew this was gonna work and was willing to make the sacrifice. 
 
But here’s the truth: 
I shut that passage, and tried to figure something else out. It would be a couple of weeks 
(ahhh….maybe like two months) before I finally decided to try this “tithing experiment.” 
 
And my life was never the same. After that I (the poster child of what not to do) became a six-figure 
earner! Me! Mr. “awww…he’s not working again?” Or…Mr. “let’s keep his wife in prayer.” Yeah: me! 
 
Tithing completely changed my life! 
 

In Malachi 3:10  God says, “ Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be 

food in My house,”  Unfortunately, at present, there isn’t enough “food” in this storehouse

(Community United Methodist Church) to survive financially or to do ministry.  Our attend-

ance is way-down, however our membership remains the same as it was last year.  If you 

have not been attending and watching on Livestream or have taken a vacation from the 

church this summer, we still need your help financially.  

 If you have never Tithed, put God to the test; you will be amazed, and our church will 

be blessed! 

Pastor Kevin 

https://www.biblemoneymatters.com/why-i-dont-teach-tithing/


I am writing today to update you on the current food situation at Second Harvest.  The challenges we face 
today are like nothing I’ve seen in my 20+ years in food banking, and we’re not alone; food banks across the 
state and country are experiencing similar challenges. 
  
On August 4, along with my fellow Ohio food bankers and the Ohio Association of Foodbanks, I met with Gov-
ernor DeWine and personally shared our deep concerns around food shortages. Without the food we’ve pur-
chased, we would only have a two-week supply of food in our warehouse and need his help. Our fellow 
food banks shared stories even more troubling of rationing food, stopping distributions, and warehouses 
filled to only 20% capacity. 
  
Beginning in March 2022, Second Harvest has experienced a rapid decline in incoming food.  From an average 
of 1.4M LBS of food each month to our current level of 900K LBS of food a month, a drop of 35%. 
  
The reasons are many and varied: 

·       Federal foods have declined 52%, with no relief for our current fiscal year (beginning July 1). Last 
fiscal year, this decline equaled a staggering 3.3M LBS of food. 
·       Food donations have decreased across the board with a dramatic drop-off in donations from re-
tail stores, which is a crucial source of protein through the donation of retail poultry, beef, and pork. 
·       Manufacturer donations are down due to facility shutdowns and supply chain challenges ranging 
from staffing to aluminum, paper, and plastic shortages. Supply chain issues are also causing extended 
lead times from suppliers, often without notice, making it challenging to plan. Typically food orders 
arrive in approximately 14 days. Current lead times are 6-8 weeks or more. 
·       Shipping costs for the incoming product have tripled with shortages of CDL drivers and rapidly 
increasing diesel fuel costs. 
·       The avian flu outbreak has already killed 40.1M chickens and turkeys across 38 states and is push-
ing the cost of poultry and the egg market. Eggs are typically a source of low-cost, high-quality protein 
for families. Since pre-pandemic, prices of eggs have nearly doubled from an average of $1.50 per 
dozen to $3.00 per dozen.  
·       Farmers and growers are reporting double and triple the input costs for seed and fertilizer. The 
main ingredient for fertilizer comes from both Russia and Ukraine. The cost of food and commodity 
crops is anticipated to increase this fall due to higher input costs. 

·       Food inflation limits our ability to bring in food with a 16% cost increase from last year. 

Second Harvest has taken many steps to reduce the burden of these changes on our network: 
·       Tripled our budget for purchased food from pre-pandemic – currently $1.9M in food purchasing 
for our region beginning July 1 – this ONE-THIRD of our total operating budget. 
·       Removed the 16 cents per LB Shared Maintenance Fee from purchased food. Second Harvest is 
now absorbing all the costs to receive, store and distribute purchased food to lower the cost for part-
ners. 
·       Utilizing grants and donations to cover all delivery fees again this year. 
·       Advocated to local donors and foundations to help us raise additional funding for food grants and 
to cover delivery fees, including securing a $500K grant from the Lorain County Commissioners and 
additional funds from the Nord Family Foundation. 
·       We are utilizing primarily purchased food for our mobile and school pantry distribution to leave 
more donated, federal, and state food available for our program partners. 

Information Sent From Second Harvest Food Bank 



 

The bottom line is we need more food because the need for emergency food assistance through food pan-

tries remains 35-40% higher than pre-pandemic. More families seek help because of high fuel costs, higher 

rents, and rising food costs.  Seeing the rapidly deteriorating situation with incoming food, the Ohio Associ-

ation of Foodbanks issued a request to Governor DeWine for emergency funding for the 12 food banks in 

the state (including Second Harvest) for $50M from the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA).  These funds 

would be used to purchase food and non-food items. 

There has been no movement in Columbus regarding the request. Our state legislators need to hear your 

story and those of the families you serve to help them understand why your work is critical to your commu-

nity.  Contact your state legislators today—phone calls and letters make a difference. If you don’t know who 

your elected legislator is, please use this link and provide your address: https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/

legislators/district-maps  

We will continue to be a strong advocate for you and for our community to ensure families have the food 
they need to grow and thrive.  Our vision is a brighter future for all by creating a healthy, hunger-free com-
munity. 
  
Most sincerely, Julie Chase-Morefield 
President & CEO, Second Harvest 
 

 

Information From Second Harvest Food Bank (Cont.) 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/district-maps
https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislators/district-maps


 

Anniversaries 

 LARE, Pastor Don 09/12 

Birthdays 

 RADABAUGH, Ken 09/05 

 WATKINS, Maxine 09/11 

 HOEFS, Michael 09/12 

 KNIGHT, Jean 09/18 

 KNAPP, Ed 09/22 

 KNAPP, Terri 09/22 

 BELCHER, Helen 09/27 

 

Enjoy your special day! 

Celebrations 



September 2022 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
Worship 10:45 
 

5 6 7 
7:00 
Choir Practice 

8 9 

8:30-10:30 
Food Pantry 
4:30 
Hot Meal  

10 

11 
Worship 10:45 

12 13 
10:00 
Ladies Study 

14 
6:00 
Vision Team 
7:00 
Choir Practice 

15 16 
4:30 
Hot Meal  

17 
11:00 
Celebration of 
Life  
Ron Forster 

18 
Worship 10:45 

19 20 
10:00 
Ladies Study 
6:oo Finance 
6:30 Admin 
Council 

21 
7:00 
Choir Practice 

22 23 
8:30-10:30 
Food Pantry 
4:30 
Hot Meal  

24 
Family 

Fun 
Festival 

25 
Worship 10:45 

26 27 
10:00 
Ladies Study 

28 
7:00 
Choir Practice 

29 30  

 
Rummage  Sale Setup 


